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any kind, or any public meeting, might elect n delegate. In this way
500 delegates were elected for the second Congress of whom 434
actually registered their names and credentials as present. The del-
egates began to stream into Calcutta and the meeting of the Congress
was held on December 28, 1886, in the town hall, packed to its limit.
The famous scholar Dr. Rajendralal Mitra welcomed the delegates
and visitors. Tagore composed special songs for the occasion and
reeked the opening song: "Assembled are we today at the call of the
Mother." Dadabhai Naoroji, who presided, drew attention to the
refusal of the Government to appoint a Royal Commission to inquire
into the working of the Indian administration. He laid stress on the
poverty of India and urged that it was "the right as well as the duty
of this Congress to set forth its convictions, both as to this widespread
destitution and the primary steps needed for its alleviation'*. In his
opening address, the president pointed out that the Congress was a
purely political body, and, while he was himself profoundly alive
to the necessity of social reforms, he held that the Congress should
deal only with political matters on which Indians were united.
Among the acquisitions that year were Surendranath Banerjea and
Madan Mohan Malaviya. W. C. Bonnerjee, who presided at the first
session, spoke thus at the second: "It is under the civilizing rule of
the Queen and the people of England that we meet here together,
hindered by none, freely allowed to speak our minds, without the
least fear or hesitation. Such a thing is possible under British rule,
and under British rule only." The representatives of the British rule
could scarcely quarrel with such filial piety. One of the most active
founders of the movement was a British ex-orHcial, Hume, and for
several years it was backed by such British partisans as George Yule
and later Sir William Wedderburn and Sir Henry Cotton.
The usual invitations sent to the Viceroy's household were re-
turned on the ground that officials could not attend a political
assemblage. The Congress session was prolonged for four days. At
the close of the session, Lord DufFerin received a deputation headed
by the president. They were received as "distinguished visitors to the
capital''. He also invited them to a garden party, carefully explaining
that he did not invite them as representatives.
The third Congress held at Madras in December 1887 evoked still
greater enthusiasm, and the number of delegates rose to over 600 of
whom 250 hailed from outside the Madras Presidency. It was in